Kent State University
Healthcare Ethics
CRN 18009, PHIL 40005 Sec 002
CRN 18010, PHIL 50005 Sec 002

Fall 2009
Professor: Dr. Kim Garchar kgarchar@kent.edu
Office: Bowman 320, Suite A Course Location: Business Admin 106
Phone: 330-244-3457 Meeting Times: MW 2:15-3:30

Office Hours: MW 1:00-2:00 and by appointment
** The best way to reach me is by email or during office hours. **

Course Description and Goals: This course will serve as an examination of several contemporary issues
encountered in the delivery of healthcare, as well as the ethical theories and principles that shape our
understanding and treatment of these issues. The course will emphasize the complexity of the questions
at hand, and attempt to undermine an attitude of formulaic problem solving that occasionally
accompanies applied ethics. Topics addressed will include respect for patients and autonomy,
paternalism, the patient-provider relationship, the complications introduced with pregnancy, conflicts
between research and therapy, end of life issues, resource allocation, and the funding of and access to
healthcare. Philosophical theories addressed will include virtue ethics, deontological ethics,
utilitarianism, and principlism.

By the end of the course, you should exhibit familiarity with and understanding of the ethical
theories and principles investigated as well as basic skills of analysis. You should be able to critically
engage (that is, analyze and evaluate) these theories and principles for weaknesses and strengths, and be
able to utilize these theories and principles when assessing healthcare topics, issues, and concerns not
covered in class.

You will exhibit your familiarity and understanding of philosophical content through Reading
Comprehension Quizzes and a two exams. You will hone critical reading skills throughout the term, and
this will be again exhibited in Reading Comprehension Quizzes. You will develop critical thinking and
analytical skills and also exhibit these abilities in the exams. If you are a graduate student, you will
combine all of these skills to complete a research paper, in which you will present a logical written
argument without appeal to emotion.

Required Texts:
Principles of Biomedical Ethics, 6t ed., by Tom Beauchamp & James Childress, published by Oxford UP.
Biomedical Ethics, 6t ed., by Thomas Mappes and David DeGrazia, published by McGraw Hill.

Course Requirements:

Readings — Readings must be completed by the date listed. Careful and critical reading is crucial.
Reading is a required component of the course; it is not optional, nor is it supplementary. You
should work to understand the author’s position, develop a critical response to the author’s
position (note that a “critical response” does not necessarily mean a “negative response”), and be



aware of how the author’s view relates to the views of other authors throughout the course. You
should plan to spend at least one to two hours reading for each class period, depending on the
assignment.

To facilitate the completion of reading assignments, reading comprehension quizzes will be
administered throughout the term. Please see the “Reading Comprehension Quizzes” section
below for additional information.

Moodle and Email — I will utilize Moodle and email as a class management tools in this course. All
distributed materials will be posted on Moodle, as will your grades. You can access Moodle
directly here: http://philosophy.kent.edu/moodle/ or through the Department of Philosophy
homepage (on the Philosophy home page, choose “Philosophy Moodle” from the “Department”
menu). You will need to create an account for yourself and register for this course. The key
for this cour sBecaissyoudr firadesevill beirecwded on Moodle, I will not return
graded materials to you until you have created your Moodle account. Please create your account
within the first week of the semester.

I'may occasionally email the class with announcements and reminders. You are expected to
check your Kent email account regularly throughout the semester (at least several times per
week).

Class Participation and Discussion — Philosophy takes place in and requires dialogue. Your active
participation in class is essential to your success in this class, as well as the success of the class as
a whole. Not only is the quality of your classroom participation represented in the calculation of
your final grade, your ability to write precise, well-formulated essays depends upon your having
discussed various ideas with the class. You are expected to attend all class meetings and
participate in discussions and in-class assignments (which may occasionally include group
work). Bring the assigned text with you to class, as we will refer to it frequently.

Do not assume that the participation component of the final grade is an “easy A.” It must be
earned, just as high scores in the other required components of the course must be earned. A
high participation score is earned by consistently posing thoughtful and insightful questions and
comments related to the topic at hand. Simply speaking frequently does not ensure a high score.
Actual questions and sincere comments are welcome and expected. However, disingenuous
questions or comments that become lengthy, one-sided commentaries rather than serve to engage
the class will not raise and could harm your participation score. Finally, please note that one
cannot participate if one is not present. 10% of your overall grade is based on participation.

Exams — There are two exams in this course and each will account for 20% of your overall grade. The
exam may consist of multiple choice questions, fill in the blank questions, short answer questions,
essay questions, and case analyses. A study and preparatory guide will be distributed at least
one week prior to the exam date. Absol utel y-upd ®emaks wi | | be given wi
arrangement made prior to the exam date. See the coursep ol i cy concerning “Late
additional information.

Reading Comprehension Quizzes — There will be 12 short quizzes given at the beginning of class every
Monday throughout the term. The quizzes will generally consist of seven to ten multiple choice
or short answer questions. Fifteen minutes will be allotted for quiz completion. The questions on


http://philosophy.kent.edu/moodle/

the quiz will refer to and address the reading assignments due that week (that is, assignments for

both Monday AND Wednesday). The purpose of the quiz is to ensure that you are completing

the reading assignments as scheduled and check for comprehension. Abs ol ut el y-upb
quizzes will be given for any reason. I will, however, drop the lowest two quiz scores when
calculating your grade (in other words, you may miss up to two quizzes without penalty). The
quizzes will account for 50% of your overall grade.

Graduate Students Only: Research Paper — You are required to write a research paper examining an ethical
issue in healthcare not addressed in this course and present your work to the class in a 15-20
minute presentation. The paper must be a minimum of 10 pages long, and should include at least

5 outside, scholarly sources. Essays must be typed, double-spaced, 12 point font, and 1-inch
margins (see Assignment Format, below). All sources must be properly cited using the APA,
MLA, or Chicago style. You are required to have your topic approved by me prior to the writing
of the essay. The requirements will be discussed further in class.

Grade Calculation:

Midterm Exam 20%
Final Exam 20%
Reading Comprehension Quizzes 50%

In-class Participation & Assignments  10%

Grading Scale:
A 92-100 B+ 88-89 C+ 78-79 D+ 68-69 F <59
A- 9091 B 82-87 C 72-77 D 60-67

B- 80-81 C- 70-71
Course Policies:

Email — The most efficient way to communicate with me (other than visiting my office) is by email. I
check my messages routinely during the day (between 8:00am and 5:00pm, M-F). Please
remember, though, that email messages sent to me are professional communications between
student and professor and should reflect this relationship. Your messages should contain a
greeting (e.g. “Hello Professor”) as well as a signature (e.g. “Thank you, Sarah Student”). Do not
expect me to decipher your identity from your email address. You should reference in which
class you are enrolled. Your message should be properly punctuated, written using appropriate
capitalization, and contain coherent sentences and paragraphs. In other words, do not email me
the equivalent of text messages.

Office Hours — Office hours are times set aside by professors every week simply for communication with
students. You should take advantage of this time. Please visit my office to discuss any questions
or concerns you may have, to further discuss a point you found interesting in class, or simply to
introduce yourself.

Late Work — Absolutely no late Reading Comprehension Quizzes will be given for any reason.
Absolutely no late exams will be given or late assignments accepted unless arrangements have
been made prior to the date of the exam. Please note that “making arrangements” requires that

“

mak e



you discuss your situation with me and I agree to administer the exam or accept the assignment
at a later date. Simply sending an email prior to class notifying me that you will not be in class,
for whatever reason, is not making an arrangement for a later exam date or extended deadline.
True emergencies, such as emergency hospitalizations or being in a car accident on your way to
class, are the only exceptions to this policy. If you foresee requiring a later exam date or deadline
extension, please do not hesitate to contact me and discuss your situation.

Assignment Format — All assignments done outside of class must be typed, double-spaced, standard 12-
point font, 1-inch margins, and contain appropriate citations. All pages must be stapled and
should be numbered. You may print on both sides of the page if you wish. Either the MLA,
APA, or Chicago style of citations is acceptable in this class.

Cheating & Plagiarism — All work submitted for this course must be your own and be written exclusively
for this course. To “cheat” means to intentionally misrepresent the source, nature, or other
conditions of academic work so as to accrue undeserved credit, or to cooperate with someone
else in such misrepresentation. To “plagiarize” means to take and present as one’s own a
material portion of the ideas or words of another or to present as one’s own an idea or work
derived from an existing source without full and proper credit to the source of the ideas, words,
or works. Cheating and plagiarism constitute fraudulent misrepresentation for which no
credit can be given and for which appropriate sanctions are warranted and will be applied.
The university affirms that acts of cheating and plagiarism by students constitute a
subversion of the goals of the institution, have no place in the university and are serious
offenses to academic goals and objectives, as well as to the rights of fellow students.

All cases of suspected plagiarism and/or cheating will be investigated. In cases where
plagiarism and/or cheating has been clearly established, the sanction imposed will be determined
by the professor and will be severe. Possible sanctions include failing the course, disciplinary
probation, suspension, or dismissal. Please see me if you have any questions about your use of
sources and refer to the University Policy Register for additional information and the complete
policy (http://www kent.edu/policyreg/chap3/3-01-8.cfm).

Class Cancellation or Campus Closure — Announcements of class cancellations and/or campus closures will
be made on the Kent State University homepage (http://www .kent.edu/).

Student Accessibility Policy — University Policy 3342-3-01.3 requires that students with disabilities be
provided reasonable accommodations to ensure their equal access to course content. If you have
a disability, are registered with the university’s Office of Student Accessibility Services, and think
your condition may affect your performance in this class, please see me during the first week of
the semester so we can make arrangements in conjunction with SAS for your full access to all
classroom activities. Please contact Student Accessibility Services (330-672-3391) or visit
www.kent.edu/sas for more information on registration procedures.

Registration Requirement — The official registration deadline for this course is 9/13/2009. University policy
requires all students to be officially registered in each class they are attending. Students who are
not officially registered for a course by published deadlines should not be attending classes and
will not receive credit or a grade for the course. Each student must confirm enrollment by
checking his/her class schedule (using Student Tools in FlashFast) prior to the deadline indicated.


http://www.kent.edu/
http://www.kent.edu/sas

Registration errors must be corrected prior to the deadline. The last day to withdraw from this
course is 11/8/2009.

Accommodation for Religious Holidays — If you predict a conflict between the observation of a religious

holiday and a class meeting or assignment, please see me during the first week of the semester so
we can make accommodations.

Discourse Environment and Common Courtesy — You are not expected to agree with all of the positions

offered by the assigned authors or your peers. You are expected to approach all of the readings
and discussions respectfully, and to take all positions seriously, whether offered by an author or
a peer. You are expected to participate in classroom activities and discussions, as outlined in the
Course Requirements section, above. Further, you are expected to facilitate a productive
discourse environment and exercise common courtesies within the classroom. Arrive on time.
Turn off cell phones and iPods upon entering the classroom. Use laptops only for note-taking or
researching a topic currently under discussion. Activities unrelated to class lectures such as text
messaging, web-surfing, sending emails, reading materials not related to the course, completing
assignments for other courses, excessive chatting, and sleeping are unacceptable during class
time. Any behavior that is disruptive to teaching and/or learning will be subject to sanction that
may include dismissal from the class and/or filing of conduct charges against the student
responsible. Your continued registration for and presence in this class is taken to indicate your
understanding of and agreement with this provision and all other requirements and
expectations of this course as outlined in the syllabus and schedule of readings and
assignments.

Schedule of Readings and Assignments:

** Please note that I reserve the right to alter the following schedule of readings and assignments as
needed. All changes will be announced in class, posted on Moodle, and emailed to students using
“kent.edu” email addresses. **

M&D: Biomedical Ethics, by Mappes & DeGrazia
B&C: Principles of Biomedical Ethics by Beauchamp & Childress

Day Assignments
Wk| & Topic Reading Assignment Due Due
Date
M, 8/31 Introduction Introduction
Introduction to
"l won Norza;‘gcglthms B&C, pp. 1-25, "Moral Norms"
Reasoning

2 M, 9/7 | >>>No Class <<< >>> Labor Day, No Class <<< >>> No Class <<<




Making Decisions:

B&C, pp. 368-392, "Method and Moral

W, 9/9 Method & e Quiz 1
L Justification
Justification
M&D, pp. 28-33, "Virtue Ethics" and "The
Ethics of Care", and M&D, pp. 70-76, "Th .
M, 9/14 |  Virtue Ethics 15 o h-ate ,and Vix - PP € Quiz 2
Hippocratic Oath," "Fundamental
Elements," & "The Virtuous Physician"
W Virtue & Moral
’ B&C, pp. 30-46, "Moral Character"
9/16 Character ' PP , viotal-haracter
Reflections on M&D, pp. 131-140, Miller et al, "Cosmetic
M, 9/21 | Medicine & Moral Surgery and the Internal Morality of Quiz 3
Character Medicine"
W Deontological M&D, pp. 6-7, "Teleological Versus
9 /2'3 Ethics & Deontological Theories," and M&D, pp. 17-
Autonomy 23, "Kantian Deontology"
M., 9/28 Introduction to M&D, pp. 60-70, The Ph¥?1c1an—Pat1ent Quiz 4
Autonomy Relationship
W, Respect for
B . 99-148, "R for A "
9/30 Autonomy &C, pp. 99-148, "Respect for Autonomy
Respect for
M, 10/5 Autonomy, cont., | B&C, pp. 99-148, "Respect for Autonomy, Quiz 5
Consent, and cont.
Decision-Making
Patient-Provider ) M&D, pp. 76-84, Childress & Sleglel.‘,
W Relationships Metaphors and Models of Doctor-Patient
10 /'7 Confi dentialIi)t ’ Relationships" and M&D, pp. 90-95, Higgs,
and Truth Telliyr: "On Telling Patients the Truth," and M&D,
& pp. 95-101, Freedman, "Offering Truth"
Patient-Provider
Relationships, " ) .
M, . . 1 B&C, pp. 288-316, "Professional-Patient .
10/12 Confidentiality, Relationships" Quiz 6
and Truth-Telling, cationsiips
cont.
M&D, pp. 192-201, Patient Choices, Family
W, Complicating Interests, and Physician Obligations" and
10/14 Autonomy M&D, pp. 118-127, Macklin, "Ethical

Relativism in a Multicultural Society"




M, ** Review *% ; FAn FF % : Fan
10/19 Session ** Review Session Review Session
8
W, >>> Mid-term 55> Mid-term Fxam <<< >>> Mid-term
10/21 Exam <<< © a Exam <<<
M, M&D, pp. 7-17, "Act and Rule .
10/26 Research Utilitarianism" Quiz 7
9
M&D, pp. 224-233, "Human and Animal
W, Utilitarianism Research," and ethical codes, and
10/28 ariams M&D, pp. 257-262, Hellman & Hellman,
"Of Mice but Not Men"
M&D, pp. 262-166, Marquis, "How to
Resolve Ethical Dilemmas..." and M&D,
M, 11/2 Research Cont. pp- 266-272, Glantz et al, "Research in Quiz 8
10 Developing Countries" and M&D, pp. 272-
276, Brody, "Ethical Issues..."
W/ . " . "
11/4 Beneficence B&C, pp. 197-206, "Beneficence
Quiz 9
d Student
M, 11/9 Nonmaleficence B&C, pp. 149-196, "Nonmaleficence" >>Grad Studen ,S«
Research Topic
1 Approval
W, '
111 >>> No Class <<< >>> Veteran's Day, No Class <<< >>> No Class <<<
M, . M&D, pp. 615-627, "Social Justice and .
Health Pol 1
11/16 | Tiealth Care Policy Health Care Policy" Quiz 10
12
W, Justi B&C 240-287, "Tustice"
11/18 ustice , PP- , "Justice
13 Justice Cont. B&C, pp. 240-287, "Justice," cont. Quiz 11




>>> No Class <<<

>>> Thanksgiving, No Class <<<

>>> No Class <<<

11/25
M&D, pp. 645-652, "Daniels, "Is the Oregon
M, Health Care Policy, Plan Fair?" and 652-660, Buchanan, Quiz 12
11/30 cont. "Managed Care" and pp. 660-662, Fleck,
"Rationing: Don't Give Up"
14 .
M&D, pp. 669-671, Emanuel, "Health Care
W, Health Care Policy, Reform: ?tﬂl Po§s1ble and pp. 674-680, )
Inglehart, "Restoring the Status of an Icon
12/2 cont. .
and the status of American reform,
reading TBD
>>Grad Students<<
Health Care Policy, Status of American reform, cont. ra udents
M, 12/7 ot readine TBD Research Paper and
cont. cading Presentations DUE
15
\%\Y ** Revi
1 /'9 SessiZfX ** Review Session ** ** Review Session **
M,

>> Final Exam <<

>> Final Exam, M, 12/14, 12:45-3:00<<

>> Final Exam <<




